THE 


KAYASTHA PRABHUS 


or 
BOMBAY, BARODA 
CENTRAL INDIA 
AND 


CENTRAL PROVINCES., 
fe 


PUBLISIIED BY 
MR, RAMCHANDRA. B. GUPTE, 
Iter, Uckoor Dutt’s Lune, 
CALCUTTA, 


f r 


. ¥ 


Ld 


wok 
ae 


fos 
po 


iO fra ‘9 > 
}x 


« 
Geni Ue tye 








Pa 


Ff : 
eAN a 
2 er 

at 
cate ¢ 


gy 


PRINTED AT THE 
BEE PRESS, 
1, Uokoor Dutt’s LANE, 
CALCUTTA. 


CONTENTS. 





Introduction 


Preface 


General Remarks ... oa Ay 


Ancient Family Names 
Family Gods 
Sacred Thread dag : ae 


Historical Notes, Mahomedan Period ., 


Historical Notes, Maratha Period 
Historical Notes, British Period 
Opinions{of British Officers 
Social Precedence .., 


Individual Names 


Absonce of Criminality ia dei 


The Puranas 


 ecaeeeineliahne “adeaeiea aed 


tii 


32 
34 
35 
af 
40 
43 
45 
60 
62 
64 


of yee 





Sir Gangadhar Rao M. Chitnavis, K.C.LE. 
Nagpur C. P. 


Boe Prass, 
e 
hoor Dutt’s Lane Calcutta 








The Honourable Mr. M. B. *Chaubal, B. A. LL. B., 


Member, Executive Council, Government of Bombay. 


Bee Press, 
{Jehoor Dutt’s Lane, Calcutta. 


ae 





ee 
¥ 


SS SR 
ex 
* 







= ES. 
= 
a. 






ae 
= 

- 
% 








bens A 


xo 


ae 





“ 





hint ser sntrgnerrt setae sean on RennnnemmemT Rare ere AEST 


Rao Bahader R. V. Sabnis B. A. 
Minister Kolhapur. 


Boe Piers, 
Uchoor Dutt’s Lang Cdleutta 


im 


sat, 





B. M. Kharkar Esq., BA, 
Minister Janjira, Kolaba District, Bombay 


Bee Prass, 


wat 
went 


sannanneamen reneenttnane paren 
enews 








. coer 


eel RARER HAT nce lite Aik mehh oe 


Rai Bahadur B. A. Gupte, F, Z. S. 
Calcutta, 


Bee Press, 
Uckoor Dutt's Lane, Calcutta. 


APPENDIX. 


I 
ORIGIN OF THE DEVA-NAGRI SCRIPT. 
Balbodh Script is also called Devanagri. 


possible that this Devanagar is identical with the 
It is situat- 


It is 


Nagar, an ancient town, now in ruins. 
ed on the Nagari Hill, in the Kulu Sub-Division of 
the Kangra District, Punjab, on theleft bank of the 
Bias River, 12 miles due north of Sultanpur, the 
Head-quarter town. It was formerly the capital 
of the ancient Rajas and is now the residence 
of the Assistant Commissioner. 

“The ancient palace of the Rajas now in ruins 
crowns an eminence looking down upon: the river 
from a height of about a thousand fect, It com- 
mands a magnificent view and itself forms a 
striking feature from the town” (Imperial Gazetteer). 
Going back still farther, it aBpears from the coins 
in the Indian Museum that in prehistoric days, this 
place was ruled by the Ghandra-Shtcniyas or people 
who came there from the valley of the Chandra 


ii APPENDIX. 


now known as the Chinab. These possibly formed 
part of the people who subsequently migrated 
eastwards and acquired the name Kayasths. 
Sindhis, for instance, are similarly named from 
the River Sindhu or Indus. It has been ascer- 
tained that the kings whose coins have been 
unearthed bore names ending in Deva. They 
are:—Pitham Chandra Deva, Apurva Chan- 
dra Deva, Rupa Chandra Deva, Shringar Chandra 
Deva, Megha Chandra-Deva, Hari Chandra Deva, 
Avatar Chandra Deva, Narendra Chandra Deva, 
Ram Chancia Deva, and Dharma Chandra Deva, 
(Coins of the Indian Museum, Vol. II, pp. 88-91). 
Thus Deva appears to be the title assumed by the 
Chandra-Shreniya Kings. Nagar, their capital, 
seems therefore to have been specialized as Deva- 
nagar, This Devanagar appears to be the birth- 
place of the script found on the most ancient coins, 
andthatis why it is called Deva-Nagari. One 
thing deserves special mention. Many kings as- 
sumed “ Dev” as their title, but kings holding that 
title, reigning at Nagar and using Devanagari script 


on their coins, form an unusual coincidence. 
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I 
THE KAYADESH. 

Some of out readers may desire to learn some- 
thing more of the territorial origin of the name 
Kayasth as given in these pages. Mr. R. N. 
Pradhan the learned author of the original work, 
called Prabhu-Kuldipika, supplies the desideratum 
in the following terms. He refers our readers 
to the Archoeological Survey Report of the N.W.P, 
by Dr. A. Fuherer, pages 162-163, under Kora. 
“Kora Tahasil, 29 miles N. W. of Fatehpur, posses- 
ses the ruins of a large fort which still presents an 
imposing appearance. It was built by Raja Anga 
Deva on the site formerly called Mahakaya.” This 
Mahakaya represents the old capital of the Kaya 
country. Words, ‘Kaya and Anga’ are interchange- 
able being synonymdus. Sir Ramkrishna Gopal 
Bhandakar, M.A., Ph.D., LL.D, the Vice-President 
of the Bombay University and a scholar of great 
reputation, was consulted on this point by the 
Secretary of the Poona Chandraseniya Kayasth 
Prabhu Social Club, when the monograph of that 
caste was being compiled, and the learned doctor 
assured him that Angadesh was Kayadesh under 
the rule and practice of using synonyms. The 
Imperial Gazetteer, (second edition, Vol. IV, p. 179) 
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tells us that this tract was once governed by the 
Gautam kings and we have Gautam Kayasthas in 
Gujarat. In the Vanaparva of the Mahabharat, 
Chapter 85, verse 76 says “ Prayagam Jaghanasthan 
mupasthmrishayo Viduh,’ Allahabad represents the 
Jaghanasthan or the central portion of the body of 
the edrth. If Allahabad or the confluence of the 
Ganges andthe Jumna is the centre, the portion 
above it, which is bounded by the two rivers is the 
body or the Kaya, As a corroborative piece of 
evidence of the locality, Mr. Pradhan quotes: 
“Materials for the History of the Kayasth Prabhus, 
Vol. I, No 3, Chapter 3, page 6,” where it is said that 
Dalmau, which must be somewhere near Kayadesh 
as it afforded asylum to the Kayasthas after their 
defeat by Parashuram, is situated on the North 
bank of the Ganges in the Rai Bareli District. This 
fact proves by association that the tract between 
the Ganges andthe Jumna was called Kayadesh, 
chief-body, of the then known inhabited earth the 
Madhyadesh, the Mid-land. As Aryan colonies ex- 
tended, the heundaey of the Kayadesh reached the 
banks of the Sharayu or the Gogra. The residents of 
the Mid-land, the central portion, were called Kayas- 
thas, from Kaya the mainland and Stha, residents 
of, Mr. Waidya’s Sanskrit Dictionary says that 
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Kaya means “a home, a habitation, a capital,” 
Kayadesh therefore means, the home, country, the 
chief habitation, the capital, or chief place of 
residence, and Kayasth means the residents of this 
chief place, the then known Midland. It subse~ 
quently came to mean a particular portion of the 
inhabitants of the Kaya-couniry who formed 
endogamous ethnic groups as castes evolved 
out of the primary four divisions. Then came in 
the modern “puranas” cémpiled by rival creeds 
who gave impossible origins of the different 
castes to suit their religio-diplomatic policy of 
reviling every caste except their own. 
Il . 
THE ETHNIC BRAHMA OF INDIA. 

In connection with the Ethnological study of the 
Indian people it would be interesting to iy and 
find out the real origin of the great Creator or 
Brahma from the cobweb of Indian poetical mytho- 
logy. Itis saidinthe Vanaparva of Mahabharat 
(chapter 85, verse 75) that Prayeg (Allahabad) is 
the place where the Jumna meets the sacred 
Ganges, and that the centre of this confluence is 
the centre of the Earth then populated by the 
Aryans. Verse 76 adds that this central part of 
the sacred confluence represents the centre of the 
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body of Goddess Earth. If this be accepted there- 
fore as the unbelicus or centre of the great ethnic 
imaginary Creator of the people, we get a clue to 
the solution of this mysterious God. The Duab of 
the Ganges and Jumna becomes the body or Kaya 
of the person, outof which issued the Kayasthas 
(literafly residents of the Kayadesh). The head is 
the head of the rivers, that is Kashmere. Out of 
this head, that is, Kashmere and a portion of the 
Punjab issued the Brahmans, meaning the first 
or earliest settlers. A little lower than the 
level of the head in the map, come or are 
placed the hands, which are represented by the 
valleys of the Saraswatiand of the Sharayu. The 
valley of the Saraswati would be the place out 
of which issued the warrior race and the 
battlefield of Kurukshetra in that valley 
justifies the simile. On the other hand the 
valley of the Sharayu represents the other 
hand and justifies its name by the history of Rama 
who lived in Ayodhya on its banks. We thus 
get the origin of the Brahmans from Kashmere, 
that of the Kshatriyas from the two hands (the 
valleys of the Saraswati andthe Sharayu, and the 
Kayasthas from the Duab of the Jumna and the 
Ganges, the three together subsequently forming 
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the great warrior or fighting population of the 
early settlers. Below, or to the South of the 
great confluence at Allahabad, we have the 
thighs of the ethnic Mahapurush, Prajapati, or 
great man. Central Provinces reaching as far as 
Ramtek or the Pampa lake, where Rama first met 
the monkeys may be accepted as one thighs and 
Behar where Pattan or Pataliputra represents an 
ancient commercial town, may be accepted as 
the other thigh up to which commercial relations 
were established in those days. Commercial rela- 
tions, gave its inhabitants the caste name 
Vaishyas. Below these places the ancient Aryans 
had not migrated, but as they knew the existence 
of the tracts and aboriginal forest tribes there, 
they called them the legs of the ethnic Brahma 
and named the residents Shudras. 

But Prajapati or Brahma had five heads and not 
one. We have a reasonable clue even to that 
poetical flight of imagination? The valloys of the 
Indus (Sindhu), the Ravi, the Chandra (Chinab) the 
Jumna and the Garges supply cach a separate 
head, or headlands where the Sirst colonies settled 
themselves. Our versified traditions further add 
that on account of his amorous advances towards 
his own daughter Saraswati, Brahma had one of 
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his heads chopped off by Shiva! Yes, the valley 
of the Indus (Sindhu) became the home of fresh 
conquering hoards of the Turko-Iranians, who 
coveted the daughters of the valley of the Saras- 
wati. They were therefore cut off and no longer 
formed part of the great Aryan Prajapati (or 
population personified), The remaining four heads 
or the,valleys of the Ravi, Chandra, Ganges and 
Jumna are still in existence on the shoulders of the 
ethnic Brahma, as their population remained 
uniform. The original colonists of the Ravi valley 
are called Ravs, there af the Chandra are called 
Chandraseniyas, those of the Ganges are called 
Gangeyas or Gangaputras, and those ot the Jumna 
Kalinditatvasias or their original name yet remains 
unexplored. The residents of the severed head, that 
is of the valley of the Indus are called Sindhis 
whose mythological king was called Sindhupati or 
Sindhuraj, thé father of Jayadradh who married a 
daughter of the valley of the Saraswati and be- 
came the brother-in-law of Duryodhan. But 
Duryodhan was himBSelf born of a foreign princess 
from Kandahar. She was called Gandhari or Kan- 
dahari. This intermixture with Turko-Iranians was 
possibly unpopular and resulted in the separation 
or alienation of “the colony, compared to a head 
or headland in a high flown poetic composition. 

Before concluding these dissertations, it may be 
added that the name Kalindi is a synonym for 
Jumna, and is used just as Kaya-desh is used instead 
of Anga-desh occupied by the main body of the 
colonists, 
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Mr. Pradhan an Assistant Engineer in Assam, 
was asked by the Provincial Superintendent of 
‘Census to explain what he meant by Chandra 
Seniya Kayasth Prabhu and what was his” caste. 
He wrote in reply to say that he belongsto the 
caste “represented by Rai Bahadur B. A. Gupte, 
late Personal Assistant to the Census Commissioner 
for India!” The absence of knowledge about this 
small community is somuch felt in the Eastern and 
Southern portion of India, that it is considered 
advisable to place before the all-India Kayasth con- 
ference and the public a historical sketch of the 
people, andto add a list of known representatives, 
to facilitate identification. They are: : 

(1) Sir Gangadhar Rav M’ Chitnavis KC. 1 &: 
and Mr, Shankarav M. Chitnavis B. A.,C.S. 
in Nagpur and Central Provinces. 

(2) The Honourable Mr. MB. Chaubal 3B, A. 

LL. B., C. 1. E., Member of Executive Council, 
Government of Bombay, Poona and Bom- 
bay. , 

(3) Devan Bahadur V.M. Samarth B.A. Amiatya 
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or Special Minister, Baroda. 

(4) Rao Bahadur R. V. Sabnis B. A., Minister 
Kolhapur. 

(5) B. M. Kharkar Esq., B.A., Minister, Janjira, 
Kolaba District. 

(6) Rai Bahadur B. A. Gupte F. Z. SS. Ex- 
Deputy Minister and Member of Council, 
Indore, known in Simla and Calcutta. 

(7) Jagannath V. Tipnis Esq., M.A., Professor 
Allahabad College. 


CALCUTTA, 
II-I0-I 2, 


PREFACE 





In following the most sensible and logical 
method of accounting for the caste names of this 
tribe, territorial considerations have been, pre- 
ferred. A scholar holding the position of the 
minister of a state writes that it will be long before 
this interpretation is accepted in préference to the 
mythological ones. Myths ate myths. They aie 
religious things and demand non-interference. As 
a corroborative evidence of the acquisition of caste 
names from centres of migrations,I quote M. M. 
L. K. Anantha Krishna Iyer B, A., L. T., M.R.AAS. 
from his vol. II, of the Cochin Tribes And Castes, 
Dp. 344 to 349. He saysdhat the Shenvi Brahmans 
represented by Sir Ramkrishna G. Bhandakat, the 
ex-Vice-Chancellor of the Bombay University and 
by the late Justice K. T. Telang, acquired their 
names first from the river Saraswati in the Punjab 
and are called Saraswat. Secondby they acquired 
another name from Gaud near [irhute in Behar 
and are known as Gaud Brahmans. Then 
they lived in 66 villages and are called Sasasti- 
kars. The number of villages increased to 96 (Sha~ 
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hannava) and they are called Shannavis or 
Shenvis. Finally they lived in the Konkan and are 
called Konkanis. ‘But the names (1) Saraswat, (2) 
Gaud, (3) Sasastikar (6) Shenvi and (7) Konkani 
all indicate their stages of migration. Immediately 
to the north of Konkan proper is the ancient Kirata 
cotintry as described by the Rev. Mr. Nairne in 
the Bombay Gazetter vol. XIl—p. II). It exactly 
coincides with the tract “given” to the Chitpavans, 
possibly the later gmigrants by sea. North of 
the Kirat country bounded by the Savitri, 
begins the Virat country which the Reverend 
scholar says belongs to the Prabhus and extends 
to the river Vaitarna north of Bassein. This is 
the line of argument followed in these pages—as it 
has been accepted by Ethnologisis of the day. 
The only difference is, that*the Shenvis are priests 
and the Prabhug are Lords, (1) Chandraseni 
from the valley of the Chandra or Chinab, (2) 
Kayasth, from the tfact Kaya situated between the 
Ganges and the Jamuna near Oudh, (3) Dalbhya 
from “Dalbhum® in Beharjand Mavle from Malva 
in central Indi#, an exactly similar case. All 
these adjectives govern the known Prabhus, Lords 
“Rulers, Kshatriya Kings or Wurriors. 

As an exaniple of the form ation of Gotra names 
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or names of the Rishis who gave their names to the 
Gotras, I quote Balfour’s Cyclopcedia Vol. II p. 540. 
It says “ Vishwamitra was not the name of a man 
but of a body of immigrants, Vishwa-Mitra, the 
men or people, of Mithra.” Just like this 
Gotra-name, comes the additional common 
or community name of Prabhu emigrants «from 
Dalbhum,—Dalbhumias or Dalbhyas. There was 
no Vishwamitra Rishi, and no Dalabhya Rishi. 


BOMBAY KAYASTHAS OR PRABHUS 





GENERAL 


ee 


Prabhu, is the name by which Bombay Kayas- 
thas are known. Philology, Archxology and 
History have all been taken intd consideration in 
compiling these pages. 

Leaving Puranas aside until corroborative evi- 
dence is forthcoming, Mr. Pradhan’s materials 
deserve careful study. In the 7th and 8th centuries 
of the Christian era some Kshatriya families mig- 
rated to the south from Thaneshwar hear Panipat 
in Kurukshetra. They established a Thaneshwar 
at Thana near Bombay in Salsctte. In this’ island 
rock-cut inscriptions reveal the names of Padma 
Prabhu, Deva Prabhu, Laxrhan Prabhu, and Zam- 
pak Prabhu. These names, says the author 
indicate ethnic connection with Kalhan Prabhu, 
the son of Champak Prabhu, the Kayasth Pradhan, 
or Minister and Historian of Kashmere. In 1305 
A.D. Mandu or Mandavgad in Central India was 
destroyed by the Moslems during the reign of 
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Malak Dev. His Pradhan (minister) was Kuka. 
This Mandu was inhabited by many Chandraseniya 
and Chitra Gupta Kayasthas. After the massacre 
of Ain-ul-Mulk, the Commander of Allauddin 
Khilji, the Chitra Gupta Kayasthas left for the 
North and the Chandraseniya Kayasthas left for 
the sottth. A very interesting document has been 
found inthe Gramanya-History of the Satara Raj- 
It gives the personal names, and Kul-names of 42 
families which feft together for the peninsula. It 
contains names of 36 Kuls and 26 Gotras. It is 
dated 1571 or 91 of the Shaka era. The third 
letter is not distinct. It is a very interesting record, 
as it gives the number of persons of each family 
migrating. It is quite a census. For instance, 
Pradhan 4, Dexit 2, Gupte I, Bhanu 31, Chitre 3. 
Tungare 9, Nadkar 8, Dalavi 8, Garude 1, Jayawant 
9, Nachne (?), Kshipee 14, Vakhare 10, Bhise 19, 
Likhite 13, Kamathe (Karnatake) 13, Javale I, 
Satpute 21, Kanakdande 27, Phanse 15, Mohite 10, 
Koile or Vivade 34, Tamhane, 17, Shringaleri 9, 
Gadakari 18, Chaidya or Vaidya 6, Durve 26, 
Bahire 1, Sule 219 Ranadive(?), Pangu 6, Raje 12, 
Khatik 16, Ullakand 11, Shethe Padavale 6, 
Kamathe or Karnik 25, Chaubale or Chavale 6, 
Muke3, Tilekar 5, Dadle 20, Patane 21, Ravekar 5, 
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Davane “1s famlies 13”. Ancient as this list iss 
. ie? - ne aw 
it is not accurate. ‘The expression “15 familics 


13” indicates that these figures possibly represent 


the number of individuals. Some families have 


become extinct, some family names have under- 


gone changes according to official positions held by 


their descendants, and some have undergone 


linguistic modifications, as will be secn from the 
interesting dissertations given befow. But the total 
number given against the names comes up 
to 498 or nearly 500. Following the rules of the 
Indian Census, it will be seen that in the course of 
the last 6 centuries the population of their immi- 
grants has but proportionately increased to 30,000 
in 190f. ° 

It may be noted here, that Sir Harbert Risley’s 
theory of formation of caste by race receives 
strong corroboration in this document. Caglets are 
thrown out according to his theory, who go toa 
distant land southwards on castwards and start 
a new caste with a modified name. Flere is 
a colony of 500 men and,” women who lef 
Malva in Central India to seek pastures 
new and_ settled themselves in the valleys 
of the Sahyadri called Mavals. But Maval is a 
corruption of the word Malva. The word Malve 
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became converted into Mavle, and Mavles were the 
chiefs of Shivaji’s army. The Mavles of Mandu 
therefore were the real fighting cadets of Shivaji’s 
army. Before the birth of Shivaji, these people 
lived in patriarchal communities extending culti- 
vation by removing jungles and distributing among 
themselves the hereditary land-revenue rights of 
Deshpande, Desmukh, and Kulkarni. A list of 
these valleys is given with the names of the 
families who owned the land. For instance 
Paudkhoré, Muthékhoré, are still in the Dighe 
family who are its Despandes. The Kanadkhore 
Kulkarniship belongs to the Vaidya family. Vel- 
vandkhore now belongs to a Brahman Kulkarm, 
but there is documentary proof to show that the 
Vatan originatly belonged to the Gupte family 
The Despandeship and Kulkarniship of Balki- 
khore and Javalkhore, belonged to another Dighe 
family, but they have been appropriated by their 
gumastas. The Despande and Kulkarniship of 
Nana Maval was given to a Karnik son-in-law. 
Half this hereditary right has been sold by 
the Karniks to a ,Brahman Gumasta who has 
assumed “Dighe” as his surname. The Hirdas 
Maval Despande-Kulkarnis are still Pradhans. 
After taking possession of the Khores or valleys 


OR PRABHUS 5 


of the Maval highlands, the Prabhus spread over 
the adjacent portions of the Konkan, and ac- 
quired similar Revenue-land-ownerships of several 
villages. For instance, the Desmukhs of Talé are 
still Pradhans while the Despandes are Ranadives. 
Of Atone, the Desmukhi still belongs to the Sulés, 
while the Despandeship is owned by the, Durvés 
alias Bendres. Ashre and Hayeli also belong to 
the Pradhans, the Birvadi and Nate Despancles are 
also Prabhus. At Naturde thes® righis belong to 
a Vaidya family, at Poladput to the Chitré family, 
at Ghosale to the Raje family, at Mahad to the 
Nadkar family, at Nagothane to another Pradhan 
family, at Cheul these rights formerly belonged 
to a branch of the Karnik family, ai Gé&tegaum 
to the Adhikari family and finalfy,. Bankot con- 
taining the Victosia fort was also ruled by a 
Prabhu Deshmukh. Terriforially therefore the 
Prabhus were the masters of the high-lands named 
Mavals after the emigrants* of Malva, just as New 
York and other places are called after the original 
residences of the settlers, Wh then were Shivaji’s 
Maviés is quite clear. The leaders or commandants 
were Prabhus like Baji Prabhu of Hirdas Maval 
and the soldiers were local farmers. Sir James 
Campbell says in the Thana Gazetteer, that “ They 
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are clean, neat, hardworking and faithful, and 
hold places of trust both in the Native States and 
under the British Government, to whom they have 
been always loyal” (Vol. II p. 88). Warriors from 
Thaneshvar, rulers and administrators in Malva; 
immigrants, soldiers, and Revenue chieftains in 
Maval, and the. Konkan or Thana, Kolaba, and 
Ratnagiri Districts, are facts which show historical 
evidence of the migrations of the Kayastha 
Prabhus. Mr. Pradhan’s book is worthy of being 
studied by the Bengal Kayasthas. 

Some of the Malve emigrants who were called 
Mavles proved of great service to Shivaji and 
therefore were much liked by him. He gave them 
places of trust, They were employed on every 
fort or gad in some capacity or other and were 
called gadakaris. Karkhanis,° Chitnavis, Potnis, 
Sabnis, Deshmukh, Despande and similar official 
designations were introduced to supplement or 
supplant ancient family names, but the original 
ones were never forgotten. Territorial names were 
also introduced such as Ambegavkar, Sasthikar, 
Natekar, Medhekar *viz.,, inhabitants of Am- 
begav &c. 
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ANCIENT FAMILY NAMES. 

But all these details are quite modern and are well 
understood. What puzzles, is the philological dis- 
quisition of the ancient surnames, and we shall 
give a few samples. Gupte for instance is traced 
to a title of honour, and examples of Abhinav 
Guptacharya, Nrisinha Gupta, Laxman, Gupta 
are quoted as instances from copper plates. They 
were all Brahmans, and so was the great Chanakya. 
His real name was Vishnu Gupta. There are 
Gupta kings, there are Guta Baidyas in Bengal, 
Gupta or Gupte therefore is not a caste name but 
a high title like the English title “Governor.” A 
Governor administers a Province, a Governor 
heads a fort as in the case of Fort William,®and a 
Governor looks after a factory. St the Indian 
and Colonial Exhibition of 1886 Sir P. Cunliff Owen, 
the Secretary of the Royal Commission, was styled 
Governor by all his assistants. Hence the name 
Gupte has no caste significance. Guptus are found 
among ancient Brahmans, modern Baidyas, and 
Kayastha Prabhus. Prabhu itgoll means the Chief, 
the Lord, the Head. But therg is one circumstance 
peculiar tothe Bombay group, that among them 
are found Garudés (hawks) Baheres (another speci- 
es of hawk) which signify the symbols of royalty 
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found on the Gupta coins. They may indicate 
either descendants or followers of the respective 
standards. 

Vincent’s Early History of India mentions 
Samanya Gupta in Maithil. Chandra Gupta and 
Ashok of the Maurya dynasty reigned in the 
Magadh, country at about B. C. 323 that is 
about five centuries after the blue-blooded Gupta 
dynasty ruled over the country. Shri Dev Gupta’s 
daughter Prabhavdti was married to Vindhyashakti 
of Vakatak. The Vindyakas were the Pradhans 
of the Guptas. Vikramaditya of Malva was also a 
Gupta, says Cunningham. In the Indian peninsula 
there was another Vikramaditya at Guptalaya, the 
presen? Guttal in Dharwar. He is mentioned in a 
rock-cut inscriftion dated 1181. The family god 
of this prince is-stated to be the Mahakal of 
of Ujjein, and had «Garud on his flag. It is 
curious that the Guptes of Bombay have the same 
Mahakal or Kalbhaira¥ as theirfamily god. Of 
this family Sakhargm Hari Gupte was a general 
in the Marhatha’ army and Grant Duff re- 
peatedly mentionsehim as a typically faith- 
ful and loyal soldier. Another was Balkrishna 
Keshav Gupte. About him Thomas Pennant says 
in describing the battle of Salsette, that “ Salsette 
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was valiantly defended by an oldman of ninety- 
two; being summoned to surrender, answered that 
he was not sent for that purpose. It was not till he 
was slain ina bloody assault that the place was 
taken.” A third person named Rangrav Bapuji 
Gupte was in England inthe early forties of the 
last century to plead the hopeless, cause ‘of his 
chief, the last King of Satara. The Members of 
Parliament of that time presented to him a silver 
plate with his loyal deeds engraved on it. This 
plate has been unearthed form a curiosity shop in 
London by Prof. S. A. Bhise. The unflinching 
loyalty and integrity of thefamily is even 
now in evidence. Jt is clear that the mere 
surname Gupte indicates no caste and the con~ 
nection of the Garudes and Baheres (from Bahiri 
Sasana, the royal HaWk), andof*the family gocl 
may mean blood relation. Myr. Pradhan however 
thinks that Baheri may be the corruption of Batdhar 
from bat the Indian fig tree, dhar holder, as their 
coins had the symbol of vat on it, Vatdhare, Bad- 
dhare, Badhire, Bahire show "the stages. After 
Guptes, Garudes and Bahires* come the Dalvis, 
derived from Dal, army, that is, soldiers. Nachane 
is derived from Nachna, a town in Ajaigad state, in 
Bundelkhand. Nagod is traced to Nagore in 
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Baghelkhand. Kamathe has its origin in Kamatha 
the bow, that is holders of the bow and arrows 
Surname Dixit is traced to the Yajna performed in 
755 A.D. by the founder of the family named 
Gopal Prabhu at Mandavgad. But in the province 
of Oude there is a small state called Dikhitana ang 
its ruler calls himself Dikkhit or Dixit. His 
family is at present called the Jagirdar of Parenda 
its old capital. The Prabhu Dixits are Deshpandes, 
or Revenue tenure holders and the Inamdars of 
Jatode in the Bhor state since 1695. They hold two 
hereditary but obsolete titles, one is Sabhasad and 
the other Padatipanhasahashri (Commandant of 
1000 infantry soldiers). One of them Bapuji Sonaji 
was pate another Jagir of Bahule and Temghar 
in 1630 A. D., Yea another Chitkoji died in battle 
1732 while fighting with the Chief of Janjira. The 
hereditary Minister ef Dhar in Central India and 
the Kathiawar Devanji (Minister) of Baroda belong 
1o this family. Vithalrav Devaji was a General in 
the Baroda Army,who fought side by side with Col. 
‘Walker of the Brifish Raj against the refractory 
Rulers of Kathiawar. Dixit again, is not a caste 
name but a title which means a person whose an- 
cestors had performed a horse or other sacrifice. 
Next to the Dighes come the Ravras, which is a 
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corruption of Rava-var, Rai-var, Rav-Rao, Rav-or 
Rai means a princelet, Ravra would therefore mean 
a king of kings. Raje is the tenth family name 


discussed. They are also called Kshipres. It means 
residents on,the banks of the Kshripa in Central 


India and with Raje it would meanthe tracts 
over which they ruled. Jaivant of [course means, 
the conqueror or the successful man. Shringarpuré 
means the residents of Shringwerpur or Singrour 
near Allahabad. It is situated to the North West 
of that city andis about 18 thiles distant. It has 
been partly washed away .by the Ganges, and is 
known to archeologists as a fruitful source of 
old coins. The list of Antiquarian monuments of 
N. W. Province’s New Series, Vol. Il, pages 145-346, 
gives a full description of this ancient place as the 
seat of a temple of the sun. Cunningham's archao~ 
logical survey of India: Part Il, page 6, also refers to 
it. The sun worship connected with this place is still 
found to have its traces among the family gods of 
Mr. Khanderay Madhav Shringarpure, Deputy 
Educational Inspector, Baroda. The next family 
calls itself Javles from a tract near Maval. The 
Karniks may be traced to the Kanishka kings Ka- 
nishk, Kanirk, Karnika are the philological stages. 
But in the ancient inscriptions there is an expression 
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Shri-Karnadhip. Shri-Karna means penmanship, in 
the Shabda-chitamani—Kosh or Dictionary. Karnik 
may mean village writers, or village chiefs. But 
near Jubbalpur in Central India there is a 
place on the banks of the Narbada, called 
Dahalmandal with its capital Tiver. This Tiver 
or Tewar is supposed to be Tripur the capital of the 
Kalachuri kings. Among these Kalachuri kings there 
was one named Karna or Karnata. His son was 
Yashakarna and’ grandson Gayakarna. Thus Karna 
became a hereditary family appellation. A branch 
of this family established a kingdom in Kar- 
natic and therefore its dascendants may have 
brought down the names Karanik or Karnataki. 
From the Karnatic they possibly came to the 
Konkan during the Lingayet upheaval. Pradhan is 
the next family name undereconsideration. Vaija- 
Prabhu is the name,of the ancestor who came from 
Malva to Hirdas Maval. He was however not the 
only emigrant. There were Sarang Prabhu, Gangar 
Prabhu, and Ram Prabhu. But they all seem to 
have gone twelvéto thirteen generations ago via 
Vindhyachal, and,ta have taken with them the 
family goddess of that place. She is called Vinzai, 
from Vinz the mountain of that name, and Ai 
mother. He established himself at Vile, a 
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village in the Maval and his descendatits 
enjoyed the Dasmukhi Valan from 1400 
A. D. Keshav Shripat Pradhan, a descendant 
of the founder Vinzaji, was a commandant 
“inthe Maratha army at the battle of Panipat 
1760, under Peshwa Sadashivrav Bhau, Another 
Sardar Mukund Shripat was at the battle of Badaimi 
and was granted a village in ‘inafn’ and appoint- 
ed Subedar of Dharwar. His seal is still in @X~ 
istence in the family. Mukund Shripat’s son, Sardar 
Bahir Rav Mukund, bad & son named Vyankatrav. 
This Vyankatrav accompanied Govindrav Guikavad 
to Baroda with an army of 37,000strong and his son 
Narayan Vyankatesh was employedin the British 
service in the early years of the British occgpation 
of Kathiawar. One branch of the gfamily is still 
called Sikke kar, Master of the seal, “This family 
still resides at Vite. in the Mavals. With some 
difficulty, the author has beén able to get the im- 
pression of the family seal. It runs to the effect 
“ Rangaji, the son of Sabaji the Adhikari of Nijam- 
pur, the ever humble devotee gf Goddess Vinzai.” 
Another and more ancient account of this family 
shows that in the fifth century of the Christian era, 
a Gupta ruler had for his minister or Pradhan one 
Vindyashakti, or Vindyaka, or Vakataka, In 
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a copper plate, he is given the honorary title of 
Bharshiva and addressed Maharaja. His capital was 
Bhadravati, the present Bharshiva, or the town of 
Bhandak near Nagpur. It still has the Vindhya- 
vasini’s temple of the family goddess. éf Vindhya- 
shakti copper plates granted by this ancient ruling 
family mention them as Kshatriyas. Fifth in descent 
from Vidhyashakti, the founder of the kingdom, was 
Pravarsen, the son of PrabhaVati the daughter of 
Shrideva Gupta. « An ancestor of Pravarsen, named 
Harisen, has been mentfoned in the caves of Ajanta. 
On the Prayag-pillar. of Samudra Gupta at 
Allahabad, in its inscription, is mentioned the 
name of Harisen described in Princep’s Antiquities, 
Vol.“I, pages 233-239. It seems that the Gupta 
Emperors gare a daughter to this Harisen and 
created him a king, so at least, says Cunningham 
in the Archeological Survey Report, Part 9, and Sir 
James Campbell in the Khandesh Gazetteer, pp. 240, 
480, 484 and 485. Burgess’ Archeological Survey 
of Western India, No. 10, and many other authori- 
ties have also recerded these facts. A third account 
mentions Champak Prabhu Pradhan as a Minister 
of Kashmir. His son was called Kalhana-Prabhu,. 
He was the author of Rajtarangini. In the in- 
scription of Sopara, in Thana, Lakhman Prabhu, 
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Padmashiva Prabhu, Anant Rai Prabhu, Bebal 
Prabhu, Zampad Prabhu, Deva Prabhu, and Dad- 
prabhu have been mentioned as Pradhans, Sir 
H. M. Elliot says in his History of India, Vol. I 
(pp. 76 and 550) that Alla-uddin Khilji celebrated 
with great eclat the defeat and death on the battle- 
field of Koka Pradhan of Mandu. This Koka was 
Kuka or Kukaji Prabhy that is Kakaji. Prad8an 
therefore is an official title which has become 
hereditary in the family.. The Pradhans of Murbad 
in the Thana district are the proved possessors of 
the hereditary title of Bhalerav, Knight of the Spear 
granted by the Marathas. 

Ranadive is the next name for discussion. It liter- 
ally means the lamp of the battlefield, the hero. 
One branch residing a Thana and Bassein is named 
Mulki from the fact that in the beginning of the 
British administration an offieial of that family 
helped the East Indian Company in formulating 
Mulki or Revenue system and was given in Jagira 
village called Tilher in the Bhinvandi Taluka of 
that district, The grandson of ” this gentlemen. 
was the second member of his caste who visited 
London on behalf of the Chief of Sangli. He died 
there in 1861, and has a tomb in Kensal Green 
erected by his grandson Rai Bahadur B.A. Gupte 
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in 1886, while he was on duty at the Colonial and 
Indian Exhibition, London. Sule is a surname 
which, acording to the author, means brave from 
shur a brave man. One Javji Babaji Sule obtained 
uvidar at Nadsur, This village may have con- 
tributed to the formation of the family name. 
Thus sur, sure of Sur, and Suleis its softened fornr. 
The Satputes perh¢ps derive their family name 
from some ancestor, who had seven (sat) sons-(p1?), 
of it may bea territorial natne from the Satpuda 
Mountains, viz, Satpude, Satpute. The Satpuda 
Mountains are called the seven sons of the Vindhya 
mountain range. Patane is certainly territorial 
and means inhabitants of Pattan or Patna. Tagar- 
pattan near Jugnar was the original seat of.the 
Silahars who subsequently conquered Thana. The: 
Silahars had many Prabhu sardars employed under 
them as has been recorded inthe Bombay Gazetteer 
and in the Journal of the Bombay Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society (Vol XII No. 35, pp I-17}. 
There are many cities of that name. There is 
Pattan in Guzerat, there is the Pataliputra Pattan 
or Patna, but it cannof be denied that these names 
indicate the migrations of one tribe sufficiently 
influential as to be able to give a new name to the 
cities they established. Pataness whoever they 
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may be, must be representatives of a ruling race, 
There is a branch of Prabhus called Patane or 
Pattane Prabhus who have formed a distinct endo- 
gamous group in Bombay and have also assumed 
the advance Pathats before their caste mame, 
Prabhu. They were possibly members of the 
same ethnic group with the Kayagtha Prabhus 
in prehistoric times and reached Bombay through 
a route different from that taken by the first 
settlers of the Kayasth Prabhu "sect. The next 
surname Tamhane is specially interesting. It has 
its origin from Traveni or Tamani in Rajputana. 
This Tamani is mentioned in Epigraphia India, 
Vol IX, Part XI, April 1908, p. 177; in No. 38 
Ghohala Inscription of Kakkuk, dated 918, A.D. 
862 by Rao Bahadur D.R. Bhandarkar, M.A., Super- 
intendent, Archeologi@al Survey, Western Circle. 
This Kakkuk, says the inscription, had conquered 
Travani, Valla, Mada, Arya, Gurjara, and Lad 
provinces. It is quite possible that the original 
Kshatriyra rulers of Tavani or Yamani migrated 
after their defeat by Kakkuk the Rajput or n¢o- 
Kshatriya and established themstlves inthe Maval 
where they named their village Tamhani just as 
New York or New London have been named by 
the British settlers, yho migrated from their mother- 
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land. Tamhanés are therefore those who came from 
Rajputana to Mandu in Central India. The Mandu 
emigrant’s list which we have mentioned previously, 
mentions the name of the founder of the family. 
Tt te Mahadev Baldev Tamhane, He came down 
to the Mavals and established Tamhani the village 
still known by his name. Next to Tamhanés are 
the Phansés. Pranas means one with a prominent 
nose as the Sanskrit text in Vachaspati says :— 
Pragaté nisi-ka Pasya nasa geshah yach janmah etvam- 
Pragat nasike. People with prominent noses were 
always considered high in ethnic grouping as Sir 
Herbert Risley has proved in his Ethnographic 
Survey report. Physical peculiarities have in many 
cas®s given origin to family names. Garudé which 
the author thinks to have originated from the 
celestial eagle qn the flag of the Guptas, may also 
have its origin in the prominent nose of Garud the 
half man half bird of Vaikunth. Prayagji Phansé, 
avery prominent member of this family, was the 
Governor of the fort of Satara. His exploits and 
mysterious escapt from death in the debris of the 
citadel blown up by Aurangzeb forms a heroic 
and thrilling incident in Grant Duff’s History. 
His descendants, Ravji Appaji and Babaji 
Appaji, were the Ministers of Barada and their 
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descendants are still in the enjoyment of 
the jagirs then acquired’ Babaji Appaji 
was called the conqueror of Kathiawar. He 
established a principality still enjoyed by his great- 
grandson Shrimant Vithaltav Bhaskar as a ruling 
chief of Vithalgadin that Province. In Baroda, 
Babaji Appaji Phansé’s family ig now called 
Khasgivalé from the, hereditary. Ministership® he 
held. So loyal and so influential were these power- 
ful ministers in the Barada state, that their Maha- 
rajas named after them the two,chicf wards of that 
city, Ravpura and Babajipura respectively. The 
turban Babaji wore is still called Babashai and the 
Baroda coin was also called Babashai. So gouch 
was the influence these brothers commanded from 
1773 to I810. Raviji’s son, Sitarann Ravji, and 
Babaji’s son, Vithalra¥ and grandgon Bhaskar Rav 
were all ministers of Baroda.» Babuji Appaji the 
hero of Kathiawar has granted a jagir toa Charan 
family. It is still in its possession. Like the story 
of the Ashvamedha, of ancient India, Babaji once 
tied a gold ornament round the neck of a goat and 
allowed itto go wherever it f leased, under his 
guard. No Kathiawar prince dared catch the little 
goat as its capture meant declaration of war 
against Babaji. Byt the chicf of Bhadli had the 
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affrontery to kill and eat this invincible goat! News 
of the slaughter of this animal was communicated 
to Babaji by a bard who sang, says the Kathiavar 
Gazetteer, pp. 412, 689 :— 

“Oh Baba! No one dares take your goat even by 
the ear; yet Bhan of Bhadli has eaten it hoof and 
all’ On heartng this, Babaji carried a cam- 
paign against Bltadli, conquered the chief and 
destroyed the town. This spot is still marked in 
the Gonilvad division. *H¢ re-established peace 
all over Kathiawar, built many temples and sarats 
and spent large sums on other charitable works. 
His descendant, as we have said, is now the Taluk- 
dat fruler) of the principality of Vithalgad. 
In addition at? this principality, he enjoys 
two imam villages Karali and Sonawadi in the 
Baroda state, and the village Kalambé in the Satara 
District. After the Phansés come the Khatiks— 
who derive their name from Khyatik the renowned. 
The original ancestor is called Khyatikar, the 
reputed. The Dutyés derive their name from 
Durvati rogan anishtam va iti Durvah [Shabda Chin- 
tamani Kosh). Bendres seem to have got their name 
from Bedar but Bedar is saidto be ‘the corruption 
and Vidarbha (Brig’s India, Vol. II, p. 410). 
The Vaidyas are evidently called so because the 
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founder was a physician ora learned man, Vidya~ 
stiyasya-sa-Vaidyah. The founder of the family 
Karmanath Jivan Vaidya migrated to the South 
trom Mandu.. One Kond Prabhu accepted service 
under a Maratha Chief in Mahomed Taglakh’s 
time. He worked under Alla-ud-din Hossain Shah 
Bahamani, who conferred on him the kalkarni vatan 
of 33 villages. One ofdiis descendants Timaji was 
present at the capture of fort Torna by Shivaji. 
Sir Gangadhar Rav M.« Chitnavis, K.C.LE., of 
Nagpur, is a decendant of Rakhmaji Ganesh Vaidya 
who was appointed by Shabu Maharaja as Secre~ 
tary or Chitnavis to Raghoji Bhonsla when he was 
deputed to the Gond country in 1729 A.D. fe 
worked not only as Secretary but gs a com- 
mandant as well, and obtained the jagir of the 
village Varamble in’ 1749. His’ descendants 
were not merely Secretaries. Yome of them held 
the responsible post of Prime Minister and ambas- 
sadors. Krishnarav Madhav Chitnavis, the Prime 
Minister of Raja Raghoji U, was armember of this 
family. They also have a particular portion of the 
city named as Chitnavispura. Thif family is so well 
known in the Central Provinces that every man of 
the Kayastha Prabhu community is called after it 
(Chitnavis) in that locality. Madhavrav Gangadhar 
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Chitnavis, B.A., and Shankarav Madhav Chitnavis 
B.A.C.S., (who is the first Indian Gentleman to 
officiate as Commissioner of a Division in the Cen- 
tral Provinces) belong to this familys Rakhmaji 
Ganesh was the first Secretary who accompanied 
Raja Raghoji I, to Nagpur. Chimnaji Rakhma- 
nand Chitnavés was Secretary to Rajas Raghoji I. 
an@ Il. and also-Principal Ambassador from the 
Bhonslas to the Court of the Peshwas. Madhav- 
rav Gangadhar Chitnawis was Principal Secretary 
to Raja Raghoji MW. and also did the work of 
Chiet Justice. 

Kordé is a territorial name in its origin, from 
Kora near Fattepur. (List of Monumental remains 
of N. W. Province, New series, Vol. Il Kora, page 
162-163.) Kora is a Tahsil about 26 miles from 
Fattepur to the west of the cofifluence of the Ganges 
and Jamna near thedMalwa station of the railway 
on the banks of the Arinda. It is supposed to be 
identical with Mahakaya, an ancient city, and was 
built by King Angadev and renovated by King 
Jaysing. Jaysing embraced Islamism in Emperor 
Akbar’s time antl called himself Bijli Khan. 
Historian Albiruni mentions it as “Korda, Koraha, 
or Karha—(see list of Monumental remains of 
N. W. P. New series, Vol. I, Kora pp. 362-~163), 
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It is interesting to note here that the tract enclosed 
by the Jamna and the Ganges is called Kayasthan 
in ancient literature. Those who lived in this Kaya 
country were called Kayasthas, just as men living 
in the Konkan are called Konkanasth and in the 
Desh, Deshasth. Kayasth, therefore was originally 
not a caste-name but an adjective defining a com- 
munity, vig. natives of the Kaya desh. Stha means 
resident of. The Bombay Kayasth Prabhus do- 
not claim birth from the Kaya or Dody of Brahma. 
That Kayasth is a territorial name can be proved 
from a fact Sir James Cambell records inthe Nasik 
Gazetteer. He says that there are at Igatpuri some 
Kayasth Brahman (vol XVI) families. If ‘Kayasth’ 
signifies born of Kaya or body, these people cafinot 
be Brahmans who have all issued froth the mouth 
of Brahma ! 

Likhité literally means writgr trom /kh to write. 
The Likkhavis are mentioned in Jain literature. 
They were the rulers of a state and paid tribute 
to Vaishali, the maternal uncle of Mahavir. Maha- 
vir belonged to a royal familf. King Ketak 
belonged to the Likkhavi clam and ruled over 
Vaishali. He was Mahavir’s uncle. In his “ Civi« 
lization in Ancient India, [Vol I, Book IV, Chapter 
XI, p. 321] R. C. Dutt mentions this clan as 
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a “ Powerful Confederate.” They have also been 
mentioned in the Kalpa-sutra. Hari Vikram 
Charitra mentions the Likkhavis at about 300 A. D. 
Chandra Gupta was marricd to princess Kumardevi 
of the Likkhavi cJan,and her nametis mentioned 
on his coins. In the list of emigrants from Mandu 
the ancestor of the Likhité family is mentioned 
aj, No. 13 as. Narayan Dwarkanath Likhite. The 
next surname Vivade medns he who explains to 
the King the petitions addressed to His Majesty. 
Davne is a territorial “name from Daman the 
port of that name but'it is supposed that these 
people came from Dev-nagar their original seat. 
Devanagare became corrupted into Devane or 
Dafrane. Vaghul is apparently the corruption of 
Vaghele, ot Baghale, a name found among the 
Rajputs as well. The last King of Gujerat was 
Karan Vaghela, Vaghelkhand or Baghelkhand 
is a well-known “place. Its ancient name was 
Dahalmandal or Dalabhyamandal, (Central India 
Gazetteer). This is why the Prabhus are called 
Dalbhyas. This theory is confirmed from the fact 
that the Vaghulsare also called Dahale, or Dablé 
evidently a corruption of Dalbhe. Chitre is the 
same of the 32nd family of this caste. Chitre 
looks like the corruption of Chitore of Chitor, 
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the historical seat of the warrior race, In the 
genealogical table of the clan, it is said that 
they went to the south from Ayodhya which is 
certainly Ayodhya or Oudh as its position is shown 
tobe onthe banks of theeSarayu. Their village 
is said to be the Manipur situated on the banks of 
the Sarayu in the Sitapur subdivision, to the south 
of Bari at the junction of that river with the Gowuti. 
As its locality Saaryu-tataki, shows it is Manik- 
pur a Pargana in Utroula tahsit Gonda District, 
Oudh. Its Capital is a small village (Imperial 
Gazetteer). This place fs now called Mustatabad 
North latitude 27-13’ & E. longitude 80-50’. It was 
orginally built by King Mandhata of Ayodhya. 
List of Antiquarian Monumental remains of N. W. 
P. mentions it, and so does the U. P. Gazetteer, Vol, 
XI,p 189 under Manyva. Another piece of evi- 
dence is supplied by the fact, that the Gotra of 
this family is Shandilya, evidently derived from 
Shandila a town about 30 to 40 miles from the 
cotfluence ot the Saaryu and Gomati. Shandila 
possibly become the name of a Rishi in course of 
time, when the original histery was forgotten. 
Balaji Avji, the Secretary of Stiivaji the founder of 
the Maratha Empire, belonged to this family. It is 
also called Gholkar from the fort of Ghol built and 
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commanded by an ancestor, and taken by 
Poladkhan the Negro who was a Sardar under 
Mahomed Shah Aditshah the 7th Ruler of Bijapur. 
Grant Duff’s History of the Marathas mentions 
him. He named the place Poladpur dfter himself 
in about 1634. Dhuru is derived from dhurina the 
chief, the leader Kanak-dande from the gold stick 
or Royal Scepter Which an ancestor was allowed to 
carry as a sign of honour and power. Bhisé (from 
Bhishaka) is dreadful, one who is feared. Samarth 
means, the powerful. Chaubal is the corruption of 
Chaturbal, the commandér-in-chief. The Honour- 
able Mr. Chaubal, Member of the Bombay Execu- 
tive Council, belongs to this clan. Thakre comes 
fron*Thakor the Chief. Epigraphia India, Vol. IV, 
Part Ill, Métch 1896, p 103-104, mentions it in con- 
nection with a Kayasth,as Kayasth Thakkur 
Jolhanen likhttah. The most respectable family 
of Calcutta is called Tagore which is only 
a corrupt form of the ancient padavi or title 
Thakur. Tivekar is again a territorial name 
derived from Tiver on the banks of the Narbada, 
which was Tripur,in ancient days. This family is 
also called Revekar from Reva another name of 
the Narbada. There is athird name of this clan, 
Revapare, which means “ of the other side of the 
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Reva.” The locality and the territorial origin of this 
name are thus established beyond doubt. The 
crest of the Maharaja of Rajpipla contains a 
legend which reads Revakathe, on the banks of the 
Reva. It comes from the’ same root. Devpare 
is another example of showing the locality of 
a clan. The river Sarayu in Oudhis called the 
Deva, and Devpares are those who came from the 
other bank of that river. It clearly localizes 
the original residence of ibe family. 

We have thus discussed the ancient family 
names of the caste, and the conclusion is 
that some of them are territorial, such as Kshipré, 
Tungaré, Javale, Saiputé, Kordé, Davane, Chitre, 
Tivekar, and Devpare, they point to places 
extending from Oudh in U. P. to Maval near Poona 
to which place this sm&ll band of c@lonists migrated 
by stages as conquering hordesecame upon them one 
after another. The last of these hordes was headed 
by Poladkhan of Bijapur. Thenthe scale turned, 
and Balaji Avji Chitre Gholkar begame the Secre- | 
tary of Shivaji, and Ramaji Nagnath’Gupte became 
the Karkhanis or Governor of® fort Raigad, the 
capital of that gfeat hero. Ag Shivaji trusted the 
Prabhus more than others he gave them the com- 
mand of different forts and bestowed on them 
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most important posis as is recorded hy Sir 
James Campbell. They gathered round his 
standard and are now in evidence all over the 
country where the Maratha standard once floated. 
From Gwalior in the nofth, to Ujjein, Indore, Devas, 
Dhar, Nagpur, Berar, Baroda, Satara, Poona, Kolha- 
pur, andas farsouth as Savanivadi on the Goa 
frofttier the Prabhus have made theirhomes. They 
are, however, not found in the ultra-Dravidian tracis 
of Madras, Tra¥ancore, Gochin, or Mysore, nor 
are they seen ,in the Mongolian tracts of 
Assam except as (einporary residents due to 
British official patronage. Kaya, the Valley be- 
tween the famna and the Ganges or Oudh 
is the place that has given them a name, which, in 
the absence of knowledge, is supposed to be a caste 
name. But it simply shows ¢he locality from where 
they came as Prabhus or Lords. Before they 
became naturalized in the Kayadesh they be- 
longed to the valley of the Chinab known as 
Chandra in ancignt literature and therefore they 
were called’ the Chandra-Shrenias. Shreni 
simply means a sect. That sect of the 
Prabhus or Lords, who came"from the valley 
of the Chandra and lived in the Kayadesh were 
subsequently called Chandraseni Kayasth Prabhus.. 
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In their farther migrations they passed through 
Dalbhum and acquired another adjective Dalbhumi- 
as or Dalbhyas. This Dalbhum, like Shandilya 
mentioned before, became a euphonemous Rishi 
in the process of the nfanufaciure of modern 
Puraits, and the whole history became shrouded. 
One blunder leads to another, and therefore there 
followed a crop of stories coined to supplement*he 
original blunder, turning the whole history into a 
muddle. The original qigrations*have thus been 
established from the Chambal in Kashmir down to 
Maval in the Deccan. One set of these pre-historic 
family names indicates thefr social, political, or 
Oficial positions. Such as Gupte, governors of the 
valley (Guha pateh), Garude those with the eagle on 
their banner, Bahire those with the hawk on their 
banner, Gadakari, tle governore of forts. Rav- 
vara, the King of King’s, Raja, she King, Jaivant, the 
conquerors, Karnik, the Kanishka rulers, or writers. 
One thing about these ancient family names is that 
they could not have been assujned, as in olden 
times the Scotch practice of distinction by clans was 
in vogue. Nobody in Scotlande dared assume, for 
instance, the clat name of MacGregor or MacLeod 
unless he wasa descendant of the family. An in- 
terloper was punishedin those days, Inthe caste-~ 
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bound system of ancient India these pre-historic 
names therefore were purely hereditary. There 
were in those days no humorous instances like Parsi 
Ashburners, Wellingtons, Arbuthnots and Coopers! 
These hereditary names*have an interesting blood 
history attachedto them, and are important im sup- 
plying reliable material for the history of the caste. 
Thé functional names, such as Gadkari (keepers of 
forts), Pradhan (Ministers), Vaidya (physicians), 
Likhite (writers), and Chaybal (commanders), are 
therefore actual heritages signifying the eminent 
positions held by the founders of the families. 
Historical family names and additional marks 
of distinction have been acquired during the 
Maratha period, such as Chitnis, Phadnis, Kar- 
khanis, Daftardar, Potnis, Subnis, Deshmuk, 
Deshpande andaa host of ethers of the official 
type. They have ga clear history attached to 
each and many of the families claiming them 
can even now produce “sanads” in corrobo- 
ration. Itis but the same ancient practice of dis- 
tinguishing familits or branchlets of families by 
the official distinction acquired. As an instance of 
the territorial and functional origin of the family 
names undergoing unrestricted variation under the 
non-interference policy of the liberal British 
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Government, Sir James Campbell says “the Patana 
Prabhus properly have no surnames, though of late 
they have begun to copy Maratha practice.” 
{Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. XXIV, p. 64]. They claiin 
only a Rajput origin, but the Koyastha Prabhus 
«trace ‘no connection with them as the Rajputs are 
supposed to be neo-Kshatriyas, or those promoted to 
the Kshatriya Varna by virtue of the sacrifices they 
performed and are oalled Rajputs, sons or progeny of. 
Rajas, and not Rajas or Kings them#elves. Their high 
position is more modern, acquired by promotion: 

Sir James adds that’ “ some Kayasthas are 
unusually fair and delicate featured.’ [Bom- 
bay Gazetteer, Vol. XXIV, p. 64] showing 
reversion to the origin type of the Kshatryas 
or Punjabis, the Indo-Aryans. The Ratnagiri 
Gazetteer records that « except that{none have light 
eyes, they do not, in appearance or dress, differ 
from Brahmans. They speak Marathi correctly 
and have no separate dialect. In religion they 
do not differ from Brahmans,” [Vol. X, p. 118.] 

The conclusion, therefore is, that the Kayasth — 
Prabhus of Bombay belong to thegwice-born division 
and are of the Kshatriya Varne as far as evidence 
from their ancient family names is concerned, 
combined with their present appearance and social 


32 BOMBAY KAYASTHAS 


position recorded by British officers in the official 
Gazetteers. 
FAMILY GODS. 

Some of the family gods of the Kayasth Pra- 
bhus are very aficient and some quite Modern, but 
they clearly indicate the period of migrations of . 
the families, Martanda, for instance, is the sun, who 
hase a celebrated temple in Kashmir. In the 
Deccan its name is Khandoba, Khand is quadrant 
and “Oba” or® “ aba” means father. He is 
therefore Zeus the father ofthe sun-race. Then he 
has two wives like Eos the morn, andthe Eve. He 
is the premier God of the Aryans all over the world. 
The next one is Bhairav or Kalbhairav of Benares 
and Ujjein, both in the North. The third one is Vin- 


zai or Vindhyachal goddess. As they came to the 
South they added goddess Vipzai of the mountain 


they crossed, and Martand or Khanderav of Jejuri 
and established an Ekavira at Veher in the Sahy- 
adri Range. When they descended down to 
the Konkan they added Bapdev from Savarsai in 
the Kolaba District. That branch which went 
to the Deccan acqyired the Bhavani of Kolhapur 
and Tuljapur, the Yavteshwar of Satara; further 
south they were forced to accept the Jotiba of 
Ratnagiti and the Bapdev of Kadapa when they 
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wont to Tanjor with tho Bhonslas. Ilerois the 
beginning of the addition tS the family altar tho 
godlings of local roputations, and wo find all sorts 
of them connected or combined with tho names of 
the village¢ from where jhey came. There aro 
clear traditions to show how they trospassed, It is 
said that if a man or woman going io the places of 
worship of these villago godlings “simply uttors 
the word ‘come’ in*any language, tho spirit of the 
godling follows him or her where he or sho goes 
and gives trouble in the sh&pe of illness or uncanny 
dreams until a place is assigned to itin the family 
altar. These godlings also show tha placcs of resi-~ 
dence or migrations of the people as well as tho 
placos of pilgrimage undertaken far offering, vows 

or sacrifices. Inthe family altar, howgver, and they 
have a lower place assigned to is Tt is clear from 
this discussion that ane Prabhus have not come 
from the extreme South beyond Kadapa in the 
Deccan or from the extreme East beyond Bonares, 
that they lived and are living in the Aryan and 
semi-Aryan tracts as shown by Sir Herbert Risley 
in his Ethnographic map of India. ° The local god- 
lings which have been admified into some of the 
families can be distinguished. They have not been 
honoured with a “Kuldharm” ceremony which is 
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peculiar to the original northern gods of the “ Kul” 
or family. Their preserice merely marks the evil 
influonee of non-Aryan environments without blood 
relation with their superior “ Kul.” 

SACRED THREAD, 

The Prabhus have been wearing the sacred thread 
from timeimmemorial, There is no modern his- 
tory of the introduction of that badge of Aryanship. 
On" the contrary, ° when they politically rose high 
in Shivaji’s time attempt was made to deprive them 
of the privilege because thoir political leader Balaji 
Avji, the State Secretary ¢f Shivaji, procured for 
his Raja the right to wear the thread. That was 
considered a great off ence, and as a punishment or 
politigal counterblast Balaji was himself challenged. 
He, however; succeeded in proving his anaient 
right to wear the thread. Similar attempt was again 
made in Peshva Narayan Row" $ time, but it resulted 
ina revolt ending with the murder of the Peshva 
and the open humiliation of the antagonists in 
being forced to burn the document he had forcibly 
éompelled the leaders to pass. There was a third 
attempt at Satara after the dethronement of the 
Peshvas, but it took no effect owing to British non- 
interference with religion. Moreover the political 
motive in throwing overboard an influential faction 
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ceased to exist after the annexation of ‘Satara—the 


chief seat of influences of the Prabhus. With the 
loss of the motive, that agitation died out as ‘far as 


the Prabhus are concerned. The possession of this 
signal pre-historic mark of gwice-bernship is much 
valued by all high caste Hindus and much respected 
by others. 

MAHOMEDAN PERIOD. 

“The services of tht Kayasths were early secured. 
by the Musalmans. A colony eas established 
near the Musalmen city of Junnar in Poona $a 
second settlement, probably from Surat by sea, 
was made in Rajpuri in Jangira, whose ruler the 
Habsi admiral hada Kayasth Prabhu minister; 
a third settlement was at Daman on the north ebor- 
der of the Thana District. (Bombay Gezettcer, Vol. 
XII, Part I, p. 88). 

The history of this caste is readily traceable 
since the introduction of the Mahomedan rule in the 
Deccan. They served that government with an 
unsparing zeal in civil and military service. Peace 
was securedin the country by . the Mahomedan 
rulers by renewing the Vatans of the Deshmukhs 
and Deshpandits,or Deshpandes in ratifying their 
grants. After the great famine in 1396, very signal 
service to the country was rendered by these Desh» 
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mukhs and Deshpandes by re-colonising it and by 
helping in the restoration of pone Atthis time 
they had to perform military service in order to 
quell the rebellious mountainous tribes. The Em- 
peror of Bedar gent Mwk-ultijar in tf29 with an 
army to help these Deshmukhs and Deshpandaes in 
the settlement of the country. Titles were bostow- 
ed gipon some of the Deshmukhs which are enjoyed 
by those families to this day.* The title Abhangrao 
(invincible) of the Prabhu Deshmukh at Atwane, 
and the title of Sarjerao (distinguished) of the 
Deshmukh of Nate, as wéll as the title Adarrao 
(worthy of high respect) of the Prabhu Deshpandes 
of Maval are well known. In this way they helped 
the Mahomedah rulers in maintaining civil order 
and protectirf the fortresses from foreign aggres- 
sion, The Vatays continued,to the Chaubals of 
Cheul, Nadkars of Mahad, Deshmukhs of Nate and 
Nizampur in the Konkan, and Vaidya and Dighes 
of the Mavals, and many other Deshpandes and 
Kulkarnis bear ample historical testimony to the 
fact. We find the name of one Parasharam Prabhu 
Karnik ina sanad,as far back as about 1426 grant- 
ed by the Emperor of Bedar so the Vajasnia 
Brahmans. He was a courtier of the Emperor and 
was appoiated to settle the disputes of the Brah- 
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mans. (Census of India 1901, Vol, I, Ethnographic 
Appendix, p, 88). 
MARATHA PERIOD. 

Shivaji (1627—1680) was very fond of Kayasth 
Prabhus, sa¥s Sir James Campbellein the Bombay 
Gazetteer, and they have occasionally been supreme 
in the Satara, Kolhapur, Nagpur and Baroda 
Courts. Shivajion one occasion dismissed ullihe 
Brahmans who held financial posts and engaged 
Kayasth Prabhus in their places. eInreply to the 
complaints of Moropant’ Pingle and Nilopaat ‘his 
two Brahman advisers, *he reminded them that 
while all Musalman places gf trust held by Brah- 
mans had been given up without a struggle, those 
held by Prabhus had been more dtfficult 10 etake, 
and that one of them, Rajpuri, had got yet been 
taken.” (Thana Gazetjeer, Vol. XIU, Part I, p. 88). 

They were the chief historians of the Maratha 
period. Their voluminous books are called bakhars 
and were freely made use of by Grant Duff in 
compiling his monumental history. (1) One of them 
is called Chitra-Gupta’s Bakhat epmpiled in 1690 
published in 1880. The autpor was a Chitre 
Prabhu by casée who was ¢known as Krishnaji 
Anant Sabhasad. Sabhasad being a literary 
honour. (2) The second is known as Chitnis’s 
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Bakhan and was compiled by Malhar Rania~- 
rav also a Chitre, compiled in 1810, published 
ingI882. (3) The thirdis called Shiva-dig-vijaya 
compiled by Chi{nis in 1718 and published in 1895. 
And (4) the fourth namie Shivapratap was also 
compiled by a Chitnis and published in 1895. 
During the Maratha period they were command- 
ants. of armies, “Governors of forts, Heads of 
Departments and important administrators. A 
volume of about 600 Royal‘Octavo has been pub- 


lished and called Prabhu Ratnamala or the 
wreath of Prabhu jewels, giving the actual facts of 


the histories of some of the prominent families and 
a monthly magazine of about 500 pages (Royal 
Octafo) has beén devoted to the same purport. 
Those who feel specially interested will get ample 


material to show how they mgst creditably main- 
tained their high social position and their great 
political influence until the last, in unbroken 
continuation of the same. 

“The caste exhibited remarkable bravery and 
“statesmanship, loyalty and intelligence during the 
Maratha rule, virtueg for which it was justly famed. 
It was one of the chief sources of the sirength of 
Shivaji and his successors. Murar Baji Deshpande 
of Mahad, Vishvasrao Nanaji, Babaji Boafi, 
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Dadji Raghunath and others were eminent military’ 
and civil Prabhu officers of Shivaji, Balaji Avji 
Chitnis was his chief adviser and seeretary. 
Shivaji was favourably disposed to the caste 
The brothers Lingo Shankar and  Visaji 
Shankar helped Rajaram in safely conveying 
his family to Jinjii Khando Ballal played 
an unparalleled part in Maratha history in athe 
re-organization of the Maratha power. Prayagji 
Anant, the ancestor of the famous, Raoji Apaji of 
later Maratha history, defended the fort of Satara, 
and Mahadaji Baji, brotlter of the illustrious Murar 
Baji Prabhu and the ancestor of the Sardar Potnis 
family, recovered Sinhgad and other places from 
the Musalmans when Rajaram was eat Jinji. These 
and others were the chief supportery of the new 
Hindu dynasty that was established i in Maharash- 
tra. The Sanads granted by the” Nizam—Asuffja 
Bahadur Nizam-ul-mulk Sipa Salar-—to Vyankat 
Prabhu Tamhane testify 1o the gallant service he 
rendered to the State with five thousand horses in 
several campaigns. Vyankat Pwhbhu was grantede 
in his old age the Faujadri Mahal Jaghir of the 
districts of Fatjabad (now Dparur) and Khujista 
Buniad (now Aurangabad). His sons Lakshman, 
Mahadeo, and Govind succeeded to the Jaghir. Of 
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these sons, Uakshman Prabhu jwas afterwards very 
useful io the Bhonslas of Nagpur and Akalkot in the 
Setablichinent of their power. Even during the 
rule of the Peshwas persons of this community, 
like the warlike brothers Sakharam Hari anc 
Baburao Hari Gupte, of whose unswerving loyalty 
to their master, Nana Fadanavis, was extremely 
jeatous, and Nilkanthrao Page played a conspicu- 
ous part in the maintenance of Maratha rule. 
Murar Rao Daufat rendered gallant service to 
Sindin in capturing Gulam Kadir of Delhi, upor 
which the well-known “Diwani Mutalki Sanad” 
was obiained from the Emperor of Delhi; Raofi 
Appaji made the Gaekwar’s rule secure in Gujarat ; 
Vithdlrao Devaji’s name is still’ held in great 
reverence and respect in Kathiawar; Bapuji 
Raghunath Digke was a poular Divan at Dhar. 
[Census of India 1qo1, Vol. I, Ethnographic Ap- 
pendix, p. 88. The Honourable Mr. R. E. En- 
thoven, LC, S.C. 1. E., and Sir Herbert Risley.] 
BRITISH PERIOD. 

Under the British Government too they have 
maintained their, hagh position. Dewan Bahadur 
Laxman Jagannath fvas Minister of Baroda, and 
Dewan Bahadur V. M. Samarth is also a minister 
there. Narayan Vasudev Kharkar was Minister of 
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Jamnagar, Rio Bahadur Appavi Ramf®handra was 
Revenue Commissioner an Accountant General, 

Baroda, Roo Bahadur R. V. Sabnis, B.A. is * Mints. 
ter of Kolhapur, Messrs. B, M. Kharkar, and B. N 
Vaidya, V.'P. Guple, ar@ or were Ministers of 
Jangira, Jamkhindi, and Savantvadi respectively : 
so bright is their career in the Native States 
that whenever a minister who ,will maintaineun- 
broken friendship ond excellent relations between 
the British Government and the Ruling Prince is 
required a Kayasth Bribhe is carefylly selected, 
and whenever a Ruler’ has 6 be put down his 
Prabhu, righthand man, has to be removed first to 
clear the coast. The history of the Native States 
during the last century is replete With instarfces of 
this kind, the Kayasth Prabhu is therefore con- 
sidered the most trusted and loyal plenipotentiary 
between a Raja and a British Resident—that is he 
can be implicitly trusted by both. 

In the regular British service they have distin- 
guished themselves as well as in “ Foreign” 
service. Mr. S. M. Chitnavis, BoA CS. is the firs? 
native of India who occupicd tke honoured position 
of an acting eCommissionerin Central Provinces. 
Mr. R. S. Tipnis, B.A. LL.B, C.S., was a District 
Judge, Mr. P. G. Gupte was a Small Court Judge, 
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the Honourable Mr. B. K. Chaubal, B.A,, LL.B., was 
a High Court Judge andis now a Member of the 
Riecniee Council of Bombay, and Sir Gangadhar 
M. Chitnavis, K.C.LE., is a Member of the Viceroy’s 
Council. In the Educational Department which is 
the most glorious landmark of the British adminis- 
tration destined to raise India to the position of 
civitized nations of the West, Narayan Jagannath 
Vaidya was the pioneer of English Education in 
Sind, the High Sthool at Karachi which bears his 
name testifies to his worth in unmistakable terms. 
Rao Bahadur V. S. Deshmukh Mi. D. K. Gupte are 
Headmasters. Mr. J. Vi Tipnis, M. A. is a profcssor. 
Sir James Campbell records that they are “ Quick 
and feat enough workcis to hold their own against 
Brahman or any other rivals.’* 

This caste bas maintained its character for 
loyalty and trustwoxthiness to the present day. 
Members of it hold places of trust, both in Native 
States and under the British Government to 


whom they have. eenay® exhibited conspicuous 
‘Joyalty."t a 











rer tn ent, 


*Bombay Gazetieex, Vol. XII, Payt I, p 88. 


tCensus of India, 1901, Volume 1, Ethnographic 
Appendix, p 89. 
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OPINIONS OF BRITISH OFFICERS 

“PRABHU, Sans. A lord or master, frome which 
‘comes the Burmese word Prah or Phra. A, ten 
applied to the masters of Hindu castes. [Balfour's 
Encyclopedia of India, Vol. IV, p. 669]. 

“As a class the men are middle-sized and 
slightly built, fair with regular features and hand- 
some intelligent faces, Their women are refined and 
graceful.”* “Prabhus or Lords. They are unusually 
fair and delicate featured. Their women are 


middle-sized, fair and good-looking. ‘They ‘dress 
like Brahmans. They are clean, neat, hardworking 


and faithful.”t . 

1813—“ These writers at Bombay are generally 
called Purvoes (Prabhu); ; a faithtul diligent class” 
[Forbes, Or. Mem., p. 156-157; 2nd Ed., voll p. 100]. 

“They are fair and middle-siz@l, with regular 
features. The women are fatrer than the men 
and handsome. Both men and women dress 
like Maratha Brahmans, and it is often hard 
to tell a Kayasth Prabhu from a,Brahman. They 
are hardworking, hospitable, ordérly and loyal; 


but extravagant and fond of Show. They gird 
oo eee een emer ett cern RA 


*Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. XII, Part I, p. 88. 
+Bombay Gazetteer, Vol XXIV, p. 64. 
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their boys with the sacred thread before they are 
teu. They hold their own as writers in spite of 
the competition of Brahmins and other non-writer 
cldsseg” [Vol. XVIL Part 1, p. 192-193]. 

The territorial*portione occupied by the Kayasth 
Prabhus consisted af the slopes of the Sahyadri 
called Mavals, Khoras and Murhas, along with the 
strig of the flat country known as Konkan and 
bounded by the Vaitarna on the north and Savitri 
on the south, that is. from Bassein to Bankok. 
Thé Bombay Gazetteer records that 

“This narrow district above the Ghats is made 
up of the Mavals, the Khoras, and the Murhas.” 
The meaning of Maval, Khoras, and Murha has 
been “thus expfained :—The Murhas are the com- 
paratively level parts of the Ghat couniry found at 
the top,—the Khoras are the narrow gorges and 
ravines stretching towards the bottom, and the 
Mavals (the word meaning west) the lowest slopes 
of the hills extending quite into the Konkan.” It 
is curious (says the Rev. Mr. Alexander Kyd Nairne, 
“late of the Bombay Civil Service) that the limits 
thus assigned to the provinces of Virat, Kirat, and 
Konkan should exactly coincide with those gene- 
rally given to the districts of the Prabhus, Brah- 
mans, and Shenvis respectively.” It may be noted 
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here that Virat is the Province accepicd as the | 
native land of the Prabhus.” “Until the ac&ession 
of the British Government the populatién had 
always a distincily warlike character. Both» cost 
and interio® are remarkable for ethe number ol 
forts, so that it is little exaggeration to say that 
in some paris every rock and promontory, 
mountain and hill, were fortified.” (Bombay Gazet 

teer, Vol. XI). 

“At the present day members,of the Prabhu 
caste hold places of trust both in Native States and 
under the British Government td whom they have 
always exhibited conspicuous*loyalty.” [Census of 
India, 1901, Vol. I, Ethnographic Appendix, p. 89. 
The Honourable Mr. R. E. Enthover, C.LE., qaoted 
by Sir Herbert Risley]. 

“ Sakharam Hari was a Prabhu, and is not a 
singular instance of the unshaken fidelity of that 
class in the History of Maharashtra.” [Grant 
Duff’s History of the Marathas, Vol, LI, pp. 353-354]. 

SOCIAL PRECEDENCE. 

Precedence necessarily involves the considera~ 
tion of social superiority and inferiority. Caste 
precedence, in Inglia in general, and among Hindus 
in particular, has its origin in the accepted superio- 
rity of the priests and in the local conquests of 
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the warrior race. For centuries together India was 
tuled by petty chietiaine who raised their own 
standards, declared themselves Rajas, formed a 
ministry, and assigned the highest place among 
their advisers to the family priest who helped 
them in raising their own social status along with 
that of the caste or tribe to which he belonged. 
Additions after additions have thus been made 
trom time to time to the theoretical castes of 
Hinduism. Instdhces are still available, in spite 
of fhorusual difficulty of collecting historical materi- 
als in India, of lower castes being raised to the 
status of the Wedic Brahman or of attempts of 
dominating races, to push down or degrade their 
rivalf'to a lower social status, by. the publications 
of Sanskrit cSmpilations and naming them Puranas 
—the Skanda »uran in paticular. During the 
supremacy of the Brahman Peshvas purans sprang 
in all directions, They were patronized and even 
highly paid for to revile a rival tribe. To an out- 
Sider who has no direct interest in lowering or 
“raising the stats of any caste, these compositions 
show the acrimony or acuteness of the feeling of 
the Brahmans who“*compiled them, But even in 
the midst of such a strife an accepted standard of 
social precedence has come to be récognized, based 
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on diet, cleanliness, and supcrior intefligence, and. 
supported by permission to perform certain reli- 
gious rites considered the birth-rights of the 
privileged classes. Some lower castes acquired 
these rights by purchase from the’ Brahmans and 
some have usurped them, creating their own 
priests either from some non-Brahman tribe or 
from among themselves. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Enthoven ot Bombay gives an 
intellectual basis—the literate figures that mati 
the position of some of the Hindu castes of the 
educational ladder, taking 1000 on the population 
of each as basis for the calewlation.’ It follows :-— 


Vani fe wig we -444 
Prabhu dei “5 ve 327 
Brahman bea wes a 322 
Bhatia ar) wei a. I8I 
Lohana Sve . a. 57 
Lingayat avs See ww. 69 
Maratha ai ve wa ZI 
Koli 2 me a. =13 
Maratha Kunhi ae iow PAE 
Dhed in re sé 7 


Mahar a ae 24, I 
The index of the Brahmans suffers slightly, Says 
the Honourable Mr. Enthoven. from the inclusion 
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nthe selected number. of the Sind Brahmans who 
are notoriously illiterate i in comparison with those 
of other parts of the Presidency. The Vanis have 
ile ativaniage of including among them people 
with very limitetl education consisting merely of 
reading and writing and casting accounts, primary 
qualifications, absolutely necessary for their here- 
ditary profession. “If therefore the Brahmans are 
taken to the top, and the Vanis brought down in 
their place, we have, the list of precedence of the 
Hindu casteg in their social scale except im the 
case of the Dheds who “merely by contact with 
Europeans—as domestic servants have gained an 
advantage undieamt of in olden days. Social 
ptec€dence therefore has for it a corroborative 
data signifyfng the intellectual capacity of the 
caste—as a whole. The Brahmans who claim 
social pre-eminencg in virtue of their traditional 
occupation of priests and scholars, have suffered 
in anthropometric indices owing to their admixture 
of elevated casies z. @, pseudo-Brahmans into 
" their fold from.time to time, and this accounts for 
their fall on the kadder of literacy as compared 
with the Prabhus ard Vanis, theeother two main 
divisions of the twice-born, among the four-fold 
vedic castes. The Marathas who claim to be 
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Kshatriyas ‘have suffered more than the Brahmans 
wn account of free admixture with the Kunbis, with 
whom they constantly injernintyaithout being 
excommunicated and have thus 1o remvin content 
on a lower rine of the ladder. Although Brahmgns 
of one province consider themselves higher 
than Brahmans of another province, and attribute 
degradation to the existence of certain unauthorized 
practices such as eating animal food, taking water 
from the lower castes, @1° Qiiciating as priests for 
the degraded castes in each, Province the have 
their own position eeaiened to them, It appears 
reasonable to accept the theory that those who are 
compelled to wear the sacred thread every day and 
to perform the morning ablutions "nefore touching 
any food, and who cannot take a morsel unless 
they have on their*shoulder that mark of tribal 
superiority, should be clasacd tegether and then 
subdivided. This will include the degraded and 
evolved Brahmans, but as long as they are— 
socially accepted to be memberg of the twice-born 
division thoir elevation cannotedéw be vradged 
Thus the main body of the Hindus may be classed 
into(1) Dwijd, twice-born ahd (2) Adwija not twice- 
born. The traditional divisions may next be con- 
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sidered as far as they affect the first division. The 
Dwijas may be sorted into 

I. Brahmans 

2. Kshltatriyas 

3. Vaishyas, 

Of the Brahmans, the felative position differs in 
different provinces. These distinctions are tribal 
as well as gasfronomical. A Punjab Brahman is 
superior ‘in the buniab: and a Bengal one in 
Bengal, but as both take animal food, a Gujerathi, 
a Maratha, and a°Telegy Brahman will not accept 
him ag such, yet he js a superior Brahman withal. 

Unlike that of any other country on the face of 
the earth, the formation of the Indian Society into 
impregnable strata distinctly marking the ethno- 
logical types out of which it has evolved, is a 
study of which the importance cannot be over-rated . 
Wealth, civilizatien, and educ&tion, are sufficient to 
raise the social position of any family in Europe, 
but in India even a crowned head has to wear the 
indelible mark of an out-caste or a Dravidian, in 
spite of the dazzling lustre of his bedecked body 
and his prepohderating political influence. If a 
Chandal is promate@ to the rank of a Subhedar- 
.Major, the discontent” produced in‘the army has 
only to be gauged by the officers commanding the 
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force. The valour, the singular serviecs rendered, 
by the brave man, aiid the thigh esteem in*which 
he is held by the Head of the Army, are® of no 
avail and the British Government is oblige 
to recognize his excellent services by the grant 
of a special allowance, °a piece of land, ora 
lift to his son. If an educated Mahar is appointed 
the Headmaster ofa school, thesnumber ot pupils 
shall have to be coifnted on the fingers. If an 
untouchable Dhed is selected for ~< compounder’s 
post in a dispensary, the number of patients, will 
gradually be reduced #o a taintminn. On the 
contrary, even if an alien Eurepean er a domiciled 
Parsi be selected as the Phvsician of that insti- 
tution, there will possibly be an increase impestep- 
tible yet positivé—provided he keeps a twice- 
born as his compounder, If he does not do so, his 
patients will consult him, but obtain their mixtures 
from some private druggist. "tt is therefore not 
quite the religion of the people that influences the 
feeling of superiority among the higher races, 
although religion has much to do With drawing the 
line of demarcation. Race generates a feeling of 
superiority among the higher glasses and religion 
enforces certain restrictions due to the superiority 
or inferiority of the type to which the men or 
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women conasrned may belong. Both the forces 
are at Work, side by side. The most touching and 
the mogt recent examples of this nature, have been 
récorded during the famines. In the free kitchens 
opened for the relief of. the distressed, the social 
position of the cooks “and “table altendants ” 
were most scrupulously watched, and if any of 
them happened to belong to the degraded or 
untouchable castes, high or’ middle class women: 
with helpless children clamouring for food and 
thtir,own stomachs revolting for it, preferred death 
by starvation to the food ‘offered in those places, 
Government had therefore to take gieat care in 
selecting thei: servants. Humanity enforced a 
rule although “ its enforcement would have bcen 
stigmatised,© as sectarian and ‘partial elsewhere. 
That a man, however high .jn his official position, 
voluntarily pays respect to members of certain 
tribes and castes, is in itself an indication of the 
relative position of his tribe. It. shows the exis- 
tence of a histo1y of the superior type which needs 
investigation., : 

Literacy as proved by the Census figures has 
been shown to correspond very nearly to the social 
precedence of a caste, and the political influence 
of its members supports its claim to that position. 
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The rise of Shivaji gave him an opportunity te 
establish his old claim to the warrior caste, and 
as soon as he succeeded through the influence of 
Gagabhatt he was invested with the sacred “thread 
which symbol is now clainted by ‘many people, of 
his clan and caste. Since the Chitpavan Brahmans 
acquired political influence through the Peshvas 
they have assumed the highest rank amohg Brah- 
mans. They have been laying claim to the priestly 
caste through Parashuram the s&h of a Kshatriya 
wife by a Brahman. He was a cross er an “A nglo- 
Indian” of the ancient type, but was considered an 
incarnation of Vishnu, possessing fhe unique power 
of raising to the position of Brahman foreigners 
who had stranded on the Bombay coast * when 
he himself was not a pure Brahman Sy birth. The 
Nairs of Cochin ange Travancoge who are even 
now born of Shudra womep in the keeping of 
Nabudri Brahmans are allowed to assume the 
position of good Kshatriyas because the Rajahs 
of these states belong to that caste. The Sikhs 
who were originally Jats have raisgd themselves to 
a very high position since the,risc of Ranajit Sing 
the organizer of the Khalsa army. The ruling family 
of Manipur claims descent from Arjun, the third 
of the Pandavas, because of the sovereign power 
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the founder of the house could attain. The Khasis 
of Nepal also claim to be of the warrior caste. The 
Parsis of Bombay, once an insignificant colony 
of Tefufecs front Persia, have, since the clevation of 
Sir, Jamsitji Jijfbhoy, rand other families, by 
the British Government, risen themselves very 
high in social position, so much so, that in Bengal, 
Bombay supposed to be the monopoly of that 
tribe. Ballal Sen of Bengal “played all sorts of 
pranks with the foaste system while he was in 
power. The ,Khatris of North India have been 
claiming the poeition of Warriors through their 
leader His Hightiess, Maharaja-adhiraj of Burdwan. 
The Shenvis, who were thirty years ago, declared 
trikarihis, have, since the rise of Sir Ramkrishna 
Dr. Bhau Dajf, and Dr. Narayan Daji, Narayan 
Vasudev Dabholkar, Justicey-Telang and Justice 
Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, claim to be full-fledged 
Brahmans. The Palses of Bombay claim the 
position of Raj Gurus or preceptors.of kings, and 
the goldsmiths of Bombay have, since Jagannath 
Shankarsett’s rise, laid claim to the position of 
Daivaduya Brahmans. They have gone so far as to- 
start a priestly sept from among themselves. So- 
cial precedence therefore does undergo variation 
in relation to political and other influences. But 
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Sir Herbert Risley, the late Direct&r of _ Ethos 
graplyy for India and President of the Anthropo- 
logical Institute of Great Britain, showed that the 
average nasal, index of a casfe very "nearly 
indicates the social position. fn spite of the 
correspondence published in lay journals by 
individuals with snub noscs, it is a fact worthy of 
scientific research. The comparison of the nasal 
indices in the Bombay Presidency shows :— 
Nagar Brahmans thg promine\t admi- 
nistrators of Kathiawar and Gujrat eo. 9340. 
The Saraswat Brahman represented by 
Sir Ramkrishna G Bhandakar, * Justice 
K. T. Telang, Dr, Bhau Daji and others... 73-1. 
The Prabhus represented by Sir Ganga- 
dhar Rao Chitnavis, Honourable® Mr. 
Chaubal, Dewan Bahadur V. M. $amarth, 
Rao Bahadur, R. V. Sabnis anglothers ... 74-7. 
Kokanasth Chitpavan, or Peshwa Brah- 


mans vet iat sii ws 76-6. 
Deshasth Brahmans represented by Mr. 
Bedaskar, late minister of Indore .., vee 79~3, 


Marathas proper represented ay Their 
Highness the «Maharajas ef Gwalior, 
Baroda and Kolhapur... “a *... 80-1, 

In this list the Kokanasth and Deshasth Brah- 
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wnans are lover than the Prabhus because their 
rise 10° administrative Fomiuente from priestly 
functions is very much modern compared with the 
prehistBric ancient literary profession and adminis- 
trative capacity of the .Prabhus. It was Shivaji 
who gave a good start to ‘Deshasthas as adminis- 
trators. It avas’ only Peshva Balaji Bajiav who 
davooppenual> to ‘the Koknasthas just a century 
and half ago, to rise in the scale. Thoy have yet 
to rise to the hjgher position, as shown by the 
nasii index. ~ heir cranial development conse- 
quent on isatsditaet trairfing of the intellectual 
faculties has yét to attain a higher goal. The 
lower development corresponds to the more recent 
start fh the evdlution of the erations indicating 
intellectual gdin in porportion to ‘the nasal tndex: 
The intellectual angle is affected by training or 
culture as Fowler proves in his book. He gives 
the photographs of a Negro lad taken from time 
to time as he progressed in civjlization under 
European supervision. 

” Natural selection and heredity help this deve- 
lopment. Ii has been proved elsewhere, that the 
crania of crosses between low types and high 
types show by the presence of the wormian bones, 
the way the intellectual angle is pressed forward 
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and the shape of the cranium changed, In chang~e 
ing the shape of the cranium nature brings about 
change in the nasal bones, resulting in ‘propor- 
tionate change in the nasal index. * Even odern 
examples of evolution afe not ‘wanting in $ir 
Herbert’s researches. ,Among the Brahmans them- 
selves the Bengal Kulin Brahmans cgme to the top 
of all Brahmans.‘ Their nasal indox is 71°90. What 
the Bengal Brahmans should have risen to the top 
1s natural in consideration of the fogress they have 
made under the British Governmant. Caléutta 
University is the oldest in India, and Calcutta 
Graduates are the most numerous, The remark- 
able intellectual activity of the TACE has 
resulted in improving their nasal index and placing 
them at the top of the progressive communities of 
this country. It will4hus be shown that in these 
days of unrestricted development under the British 
Rule, even Brahmans themselves show variation in 
the nasal indoxe according to the opportunities the 
people have to develop their intellectual capacity, 
When, therefore, literacy and knowbedge were mon- 
opolized by the three higher aastes for hundreds 
of centuries, it is not & miter of surprize that 
their noses have undergone changes in proportion 
to the evolution of the brain. Co-relation of nasal 
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index to social precedence, and of social prece- 
dence to political influence or literacy of the *caste 
is a meee which demands closer study. A. sys- 
tematic, strictly"scientific, perfectly impartial, and 
scrypulously accurate tnvestigation will reveal 
wonderful secrets of Dame Nature and establish 
laws of evolutign of the higher races of mankind. 
Hasethe nasal index raised the sdcial precedence 
of the higher castes or has the atlainment of higher 
social and politj€al pogitign improved the nasal 
index ts an interesting topic? Taking Bengal castes, 
we find a phenomenon similar to that discovered in 


Bombay. Here :- 


Kayasth ids ww. 7IH3. 
Kulin Brahman 8 yi 71-9. 
Sadgép ‘ 73-9. 
Kaibart » we Ow. 76-2, 
Rajbansikoch ... .t 76-6, 
Teli % we 7774s 


; Excepting the Kayasthas who are higher than 
the Brahmans, the scale of social precedence is not 
much disturbede The loss of the Kulin Brahmans 
is due to their intertearriages with local Brahman 
women. It cannot be“denied that niodern civiliza- 
tion and progress have been more rapid in Bengal 
than jn other provinces. | Ifthat be so, the improve” 
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ment in nasal indéx is probably the result of 
that development, just as the better physique 
and manly bearing of the Sikhs is due to 
physical culture in the army where *they have to 
undergo drill, Physical _ culture * and heredity 
have improved the stature of the Sikhs. Simi- 
larly the higher literary and political, evolution of 
the Brahmans, Prabhus, Kayasthas, Baidyas © or 
other high caste people has possibly influenced their 
nasal index in conformity with their intellectual 
bumps and that is ne reason, why sir Herbert 
Risley discovered some pintection between social 
precedence and nasal indew It i¢ an important 
discovery which requires further investigation. 
The social precetlence given to thé Prabhus iff the 
Bombay, Baroda, and Central India C8nsus Reports 
agrees with the avewme nasal naar. as well as 
with percentages of litergcy among them. 
They are next only to the Brahmans, in both ways, 
i.e, Literacy as wellas Social Precedence. Brahmans 
being priests, their caste was kept above compe- 
tition, when the social statistics of she last Census 
were compiled. 
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INDIVIDJAL NAMES. 

Tho, até Jamented Mr. A.M. T. Jackson, who 
yas m murdered | at Nasik, coliected individual names 
of different castes from the Consus returns of I9OI, 
but before he cand write his. diseeptatiads on the 
subject his most useful life was cut short by an 
assassin! ° Hes enquiry would have yielded valu- 
able feats but that was not to be! Following 
his theory, it would be interesting to examine the 
personal named of the Fayasth Prabhus. In a 
book on “Modi Script,and its origin, a large 
“collection of ancient, entries from the registers of 
the Nasik priests have been collected to show 
that, this script, was formulated by a Prabhu. 
It contains, signatures of persons who visit 
Nasik on pilgrimage, together with names of con- 
tempory kiths ‘and kins. “Among them there is 
no name ending iff das, a term’ which means a 
servant, or a slave. ‘Das’ is a termination fre- 
quently met with in the names 6f the Banias of 
Gujerat but among the Kayasth Prabhus, names 
end in Rav or Jt. Rav means a prince or aking, and 
ji means the sont of, as. in Zai in Baluchistan, 
where clans are named Ahmedzai, Achakzai &c. 
‘Ji’ has its origin from Sanskrit, Jiva or Jivit 
meaning life, or birth, Ramaji, for instance, means 
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born of Rama orsdescemlant of Rama. Among 
wonten of this caste none has ever been walled a 
‘Dasi’ and no female name ever cnds With seat 
suffix which ag pin’ means a seryant, or a slave. 
They are ealled "Ramabai, Sitabaf,. Gangabai, %tc. 
Bai is aterm of tespect. But therg is one interest- 
ing instance. The name Chiguba? is pecnuas to 
the girls of this castg. It is not found even among 
the Idcal Brahmans. It has evidently its origin in 
the river Chinab, the *most anelbat home ofp the | 
community. Added to,Chinab it means mother. 
Like mother Ganges, the valley of the Chinab seems 
to have given this name. “Although its origin got 
obscured owing to want of historjcal record, the 
name still clings.to individual girls of this caste. 
The custom of naming girls after the sacred rivers 
is in vogue all over IRiia, and thé names Ganga, 
Jamuna, or Yamuna, KrisBna, Godlavari, and 
Kaveri are found among girls of every village and 
every caste. Thfe name of the river nearest the seat” 
recurs more often than that of amy other. If Chinuy 
bai, or the name ofthe Chinab is in éxistence among 
the Kayasth Prabhus algne, it sfipBlies an important 
link to the evidénce of their “early stay near that 
river, and if it does not occut in other castes in the 
Bombay Presideycy, thie éact singles out the 
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Kayastlf Prabhu as theonly ifmigrants from the 
distant Chinab, in the extreme North West of 
Ifa. This name is becoming rare; that shows that 
its origin is now forgotten owing 10 other environ- 
ments. The names of fivers in the vicinity of 
the towns in which the Prabhus now live are 
being selected Instead. The absence of the term 
das, or slave, therefore, and tke singular presence 
of the name of the Chinab combined with the 
groeo name Pra’bhu, sfow® that these people are 
originally the patricianseof the valley of the 
Chinab. 
ABSENCE OF CRIMINALITY. 

Bi&s blood assests itself in the ,tempcrament of 
the people. Examined in this light, it will be seen 
that there ‘ise no member @f this caste at the 
Andamans undergoing iraneporetion, that within 
the memory of the present generation, no Kayasth 
Prabhu has been accused of murder, and 
‘even during the general disturbance after the 
partition of Bertgal no Kayasth Prabhu has been 
found guilty Sf, treason or sedition. Their land 
revenue “rights have been lost, aca inams or free- 
holds have been resumed, their political influence 
has disappeared, and vat itis recorded by British 
Offtcers that they areswonspicuously loyal.What then 
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is the secret of this consistent absence ef cri- 
minality, if not blue-blood? It is in their neture to 
be loyal and law abiding. Kayasth Prabhug, wees 
loyal to the Mahémedans, as is recqrded by Shivaji 
the enemy and conqueror ~of that tace in the cage 
of the Janjira fort as sRown at page 37 above? They 
were loyal to the Marathas, as is recotded by Grant 
Duff in mentioning Sakharam Hari Gupte’s case, 
shown at page 45 above, they are described as cons- 
picuously loyal by Sir J ames CampHell, Sir Herbert 
Risley and the Honorable Mr Enthéven (p. 45). 
What then is the secret of this consistent loyalty 
to every Government, be it focal or foreign? The 
only reply is, that it is the result of ,long hergity. 
It is in their natuse, therefore, to be loyal and law- 
abiding. Ifa Prabha a employed ,im a Native 
State, he falls withshis’ Chief if his Raja falls. There 
is no instance ofa Kayasth Pigbhu groWthg on the 
ashes of hisown Raj. Examples of traitors are 
conspicuous by their absence, among the members 
of this caste. The disgraceful exhibition of betray- 
ing one’s ownchief as was the case at Lahore, 
Poona, Baroda, Satara and Ce ffr4l India’ is quite 
absent. “Bldod’ will tell,” is a general truth 
which brooks no contradiction. *They have fought 
against the Moslems, thez-have fought against 
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the Marathas, they haveefough. and died fighting 
against the British, but all this on behalf of their 
meesier@’at the ijme. Descendants of the very men, 
whg fought agaist the enomios , Of their Rulers 
refMfained loyaf, when they became subjects 
of the conquerars, and thertfore the British Gov- 
ernment, ond *Natigze States Lfocl quite safe in 
trusting ee in spite of the faet thai their ancestors 
belonged to the other side as long as they were the 
loyal | or A of their ancestor’s opponents. 
. Blood will fell.” Phere Iges the truth. 
THE PURANAS, 

With the antiquarian, philological, historical 
and nthropometyical knowldge wa now possess in 
the foregoing,.pages, we turn to ¢he puranas, the 
versificed traditions of the Hifidus. In the “ Testi- 
mony of Tradition ” David MacRitchie shows 
the importance of th evidence found in such folk- 
lore in supplying the missing links of history or in 

»corroborating the data discovered under antiquarian 
pand: philological’ researches. Jt is said in the 
Renuka Mahatmya chapter of the Skandh Purana 
that the Prabhu& are. the descendants and princes 
of the Kartavirya | or Sahasrarjuna House which 
was of the Kshatriya caste, Sahasrarjuna’s thou- 
sand hands merely represent prowess in a poetical 
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compilation. That this King was not Me Arjun of 
the Parfdva family but the one who preceded even 
Rama, and lived long before the Pandavas, were 
born, is therefore certain. As Rama fived attér tne 
defeat of Sahasrarjun and* defeated in turn the 
conquerer of that powesful prince, It is therefore 
clear that the Kayasth Prabhus repregertt the very 
earliest Aryan immigrants of {he warrior race, 
That Parashuram who preceded Ram of Ayodhya 
defeated and dislodged hem is alsdyrecorged in this 
Puran, When so dislodged by, Paraskuram, @#ho 
was the son of a Biahman by a Kshatriya ptincess, 
they migrated to Dalbhumi, personified in the 
poem as Dalbhya Rishi, the Gotra maker. But 
see what gotra is. That Rishi’Dalbhva is the doet’s 
licence over a territorial name is not the_opinion of 
the writer alone. It ha’ several coercborations ale 
ready quoted, but*we may adcmthe tesemmony ofa 
Bengali book called le We Wee Itihas by 
Durga Charan Sanyal and Fakir Chand Dutt. 
It says, “Asthe Prajas had tgken to pagtoral 
pursuits they had a number of cows ¥go) with them, 
and the tract of land oceupied pyfacm wes called 
a gostra or gosfthi (literally place occupied by 
cows). Men of each'tract” w&re known by onf 
gotra or Goshthi name. Ing Dalbhumeie pogtical 
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fanay of the’composer gf the Suranas makes them 
to teprgpertt < a foetus, which possibly indicatés that 
they" remained dormant, inactive, under an 
“eogaito nary merely shdwing iheir territorial 
opein from. Kayadesh, They thus became 
Kayasthas in name, undere altered environments. 
Some veditents of the Kayadesh or Kayasthas were 
inttilectual or ieray peoplg is quite natural in 
Ayodhya, the synonym of Kaya or Angadesh where 
poets like, Valiki fguridhed. The Prabhus of 
Tort*thoreferc who,were pade to lay down their 
arms took up the Jiterary ptofession, but being 
Kshatryas by’ caste,* retained their original ap~- 
pellation Prabhus or chiefs, and became Kayasth 


Prabhus. The mixed’ caste auegliaii which cor- 
responded ¢ to the question of the Eurasians 
~of the day dig exit even ite mixed Parashurama’s 
time... Thet “he shpuld have Rated the caste 
of his mother as a Kshattiya princcss 
ranked lower than his father’s priestly caste, is but 
a prehistoric cwdence of what happens to-day. 
People born even of untouchable low caste mothers 
consider themsé?wes higher than the Brahmans of 
India, If born of Scotch fathersthey salute each 
ather with something Ike “Auld lang syne” or wear 
thistlé-likt symbols, eve when neither has ever 
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seeneScotland. Thé&t halftaste Parashnrane in his 
efforts to enter the Brahman fold shoti. have 
hated the Kshatriyas { is natural, and,that hws howe 
have been finaltfy, conquered by a Eshatriya- Prigce 
like Rama is but what otcurs in évery generatf6n. 
Germans dislodged frém Alsace and. lorraine and 
Germans reacting | against Wranct. ‘Pagaaia am 
was thus defeated aiffiedisarmed? and the Kshatriyas 
Jived without sarukass "ee isa ee el consequence 
of the over-bearing conduct of Pa¥ashufam a 

final defeat. Thus it wal be geen that the Puranas 
merely record early history gntermgxed with allego~ 
ries, personifications, sxaoeraviods; interpolations, 


or facts disterted by factieu» writers.g@ The 
adulteration is moreover so great, sq excessive, so 


disproportionate that it is difficult togmmke up one’s 
e f 
mind to trust such testimony’ exceyt where igs 
® . . i . 

strong corroboration, as is suPtgied pyantquarian, 
philological, sUtbropoloE sch! and historical évi- 
dence. Let impartial readers vC for themselves 
what they think of the high bor 

dents of Kayadesh who acquired 1ifferent territorial 


ot Prabhu reel, 


: cy . : 
caste names at Te oftheir migrations, 


from Kashmir down to Bombay. 
| B, A. G 
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